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	AI Trade Powers Stocks to Historic Rally
S&P 500 signals more gains ahead after one of its best ever 2-month runs
	The growing frenzy over memory chips is driving a historic stock rally, sending shares of technology companies soaring in ways that recall the heights of the dot-com boom. Wall Street-and history-suggest the gains could keep coming.

Chip stocks powered the S&P 500 up 16% across April and May, a two-month surge matched only four other times since 1950…
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/01/2026
	Jack Pitcher and Sam Goldfarb

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ Factory activity continued to expand in the U.S. for the fifth consecutive month in May, a survey of manufacturing firms reported.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/02/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Oil, Bond Yields Rise on War Doubts
	Oil prices rose Monday after Iranian media reported the country would halt messages with negotiators and pursue a “complete closure” of the Strait of Hormuz in response to Israel’s offensive against Hezbollah in Lebanon.

…U.S. futures closed 5.5% higher at $92.16 a barrel…

The uptick in oil prices added to inflation fears and weighed on bond prices, pushing the yield on the 10-year U.S. Treasury note up to 4.475%, according to Tradeweb…
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/02/2026
	Daivd Uberti and Sam Goldfarb

	
	
	
	
	

	S&P 500 Win Streak Hits 9th Day
	New enthusiasm for the AI trade has helped boost stocks to repeated records in recent weeks, even as skirmishes persist in the Middle East, keeping oil prices volatile.

The S&P 500 gained 0.1% to eke out a record, and has climbed 3.5% in its nine-day run-the longest streak of daily gains since early May 2025.  The Dow Jons Industrial Average rose 0.4%, or round 229 points, to its own record. The Nasdaq composite added less than 0.1%.

All three indexes have now closed at records five sessions in a row for the first time since February 2017.

Oil prices climbed for a second session, with Brent crude, the global gauge, adding 1.1% to $96 a barrel. That boosted energy stocks, with the S&P 500 energy sector rising 1%.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/03/2026
	Vicky Ge Huang and Ed Ballard

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ The capital earmarked for data enters continues to grow, but supply-chain backlogs, permitting fights and power availability are setting back schedules for their construction.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/04/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ Bitcoin declined for a fourth straight session to around $65,380. U.S. indexes slid, with the S&P 500, Dow and Nasdaq falling 0.7%, 1.2% and 0.9%, respectively. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/04/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Crypto Winter Turns Bitter Cold
	The world’s biggest cryptocurrency fell for a fourth-straight day on Wednesday, trading at around $65,380…

The token has shed 25% this year, erasing about half of its value since reaching a peak above $126,000 in Early October.

Bitcoin’s recent slide marks a stark departure from its historical relationship with tech stocks, which have surged to send the S&P 500 to new highs. 

Some worry that suggests crypto’s slump could be presaging a broader market…
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/04/2026
	Vicky Ge Huang

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ Healthcare and financial stocks helped lift the Dow by 1.7% to a record, exceeding the S&P 500’s 0.4% session gain, while the Nasdaq slipped less than 0.1%.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/05/026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	U.S. Hiring Gathers Steam
Growth of 172,000 jobs tops estimates, marks third-straight monthly increase
	Despite uncertainties around the Iran war, inflation, trade and artificial intelligence, the report suggests the U.S. labor market is steadily recovering from its weak patch last fall and winter.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/06-07/2026
	Harriet Torry

	
	
	
	
	

	Nasdaq Suffers Worst Day In More Than Year
	Fears of rising interest rates collided with worries about artificial-intelligence spending on Wall Street Friday, bringing an abrupt and painful end to weeks of gains and sending the Nasdaq composite to its worst day in more than a year.

Shares of the chip-making giants that have powered the market’s climb to records tumbled, weighed down by new concerns that trillions of dollars invested in AI technology won’t yield the expected blockbuster returns.

Stocks, bonds, oil, gold and bitcoin all declined. The tech-heavy Nasdaq fell 4.1%-more than 1,100 points-in its worst decline since the tariff rout of April 2025.

Falling bond prices drove up Treasury yields. The yield on 2-year Treasurys, which tends to rise when investors expect higher short-term rates from the Fed, surged to 4.16%, its highest close in 16 months.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/06-07/2026
	Krystal Hur

	
	
	
	
	

	Selloff Elicits Warnings Of More Turmoil
Wall Street is tested by inflation reading, flood of new shares; ‘classic bubble stuff’
	Stocks. Bonds. Gold. Bitcoin, Investors enter the new week battered by a market selloff that left few places to hide.

The rout followed Friday’s stronger-than-expected jobs report, which sheared 4.2% off the Nasdaq Composite Index, sent investors racing to increase bets that the Federal Reserve will raise interest rates by year-end and sparked a bond slide that lifted yields on some Treasurys to their highest levels since early 2025. That pressured shares of multinationals and smaller, domestic companies alike. Gold fell near its low of the year.

The tumble also drew warnings from Wall Street that more turmoil could lie ahead.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/08/2026
	Gregory Zuckerman and Sam Goldfarb

	
	
	
	
	

	Wall Street Vacuums Up AI Funds
	Such is life on Wall Street at the dawn of the artificial-intelligence build-out. Tech companies are hungry for cash to invest in data centers, and investors are forking it over through all possible means, in all parts of the globe-a flurry of fundraising that has mostly supported markets by powering technological advances, even as it tests their ability to absorb it all.

Plenty of investors still think that the AI build-out could get messy, with companies overspending and Wall Street eventually weeding out the losers.

Still, demand from investors has generally defied the skeptics so far. The extra return that investors get for holding U.S. companies’ bonds instead of ultrasafe Treasurys is hovering near multidecade lows. Tech stocks in the S&P 500 remain up 31% this quarter, with many citing encouraging fundamentals…
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/09/2026
	Sam Goldfarb

	
	
	
	
	

	Investor Stock Shift Sets Back Nasdaq Rebound
	The nascent rebound in tech stocks ended in a lurching drop on Tuesday, with the Nasdaq composite losing about 1% in its largest blown gain since early January.

The slide extended a bout of volatility that has raised worries that stocks’ record run is rooted in the staggering gains of a handful of chip companies. Some fear that a narrow rally won’t survive pressure expected from higher interest rates, worries about the AI trade and the pending avalanche of new tech shares that kicks off Friday with the massive SpaceX public offering.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/10/2026
	Krystal Hur

	
	
	
	
	

	Stock Funds See Rise This Year Thanks to Tech
	A two-month stock rally powered by chip companies has helped the average U.S.-stock mutual fund or exchange-traded fund to a total return of 11.5% for the year so far as of last week. The funds posted a total return of 4.4% in May, adding to the previous month’s 10.3% gain and pushing them into the double-digit status. According to statistics from LSEG,
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/10/2026
	William Power

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ Home Sales in May posted the biggest rise this year, a sign that the housing market’s spring selling season may be showing signs of life after a sluggish start.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/10/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ The worldwide surge in demand for artificial intelligence is driving a wave of exports from China, keeping the world’s second-largest economy humming despite turmoil from the war in Iran. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/10/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Social Security Shortfall Widens
	Social Security is expected to deplete the fund that helps pay out retirement benefits by late 2032, the program’s trustees said, earlier than their projection last year of 2033.  The new tax law, declining fertility and falling immigration all reduced revenue for the fund. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/10/2026
	Source: Social Security

	
	
	
	
	

	Inflation Hits Three-Year High
Consumer prices rise 4.2% as the U.S.’s war with Iran drives energy costs higher
	Beyond the gas pump, though, there were fewer signs of quickly rising prices.

Wednesday’s report isn’t likely to provide Federal Reserve officials with a clearer direction on interest rates…
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/11/2026
	Harriet Torry

	
	
	
	
	

	Stocks Fall On Mideast Clashes, Pickup in Inflation
	Renewed fighting in the Middle East and a sharp rise in inflation hit stocks and drove up oil futures.

Brent Crude futures gained 1.8% to $93.10 a barrel after the flare-up of fighting in the Persian Gulf…

The Dow Jones Industrial Average suffered its worst day since October, losing 1.9%, or around 953 points. The Nasdaq composite fell 2%, extending a recent run of volatility in tech shares. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/11/2026
	Vicky Ge Huang

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ Investors in BlackRock’s flagship private-credit fund asked to redeem a collective 13.3% of the fund’s shares in the second quarter, an increase from 9.3% in the previous period.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/13-14/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	SpaceX Soars in Record Debut
Largest initial public offering in history mints Musk as the world’s first trillionaire in blockbuster day on Wall Street
	Shares in SpaceX soared 19% Friday as Elon Musk’s rocket-maker pulled off the largest initial public offering ever and turned Musk into the world’s first trillionaire.

Ahead of the debut, some on Wall Street wondered whether the financial system’s machinery would support the sheer size of the offering…
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/13-14/2026
	Corrie Driebusch, Becky Peterson and Micah Maidenberg 

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ Oil executives are sounding the alarm that U.S. fuel inventories are poised to hit critical lows and that energy prices will soar when they do.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/15/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Oil Prices Fall, Stocks Climb On Iran Deal
U.S. indexes cap best three-session stretch in more than a year, Nasdaq rises 3.1%
	Oil prices fell, bonds rallied and the Dow Jones Industrial Average closed at a record on Monday after President Trump announced a deal to end the war with Iran and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, the world’s most vital artery for energy shipments. 

The latest Middle East developments added to the ledger of optimistic news and capped the market’s best three-session stretch since the May 2025 tariff de-escalation with China. Wednesday’s readout on lower inflation followed by Friday’s blockbuster stock debut by Elon Musk’s SpaceX, had left investors feeling good about stocks heading into the weekend.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/16/2026
	Heather Gillers

	
	
	
	
	

	U.S. Industrial Output Edges Up
	U.S. industrial production increased slightly in May, according to data published by the Federal Reserve.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/16/2026
	Jessic Coacci

	
	
	
	
	

	Home Builders’ Sentiment Sours
	Confidence among U.S. home builders worsened in June as affordability concerns continued to strain the housing market, according to the National Association of Home Builders’ latest report.

This is the 14th straight month sentiment has been below 40, a streak not seen since 2011-2012, the NAHB said. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/16/2026
	Jessica Coacci

	
	
	
	
	

	Bitcoin Jumps to Nearly $67,000
	Another beneficiary of the interim U.S.-Iran peace deal: bitcoin.  The cryptocurrency jumped to nearly $67,000 as of 4 p.m. Monday, touching its highest level in nearly two weeks.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/16/2026
	Caitlin McCabe

	
	
	
	
	

	Fed Holds Interest Rates Steady As Officials Signal an Increase
	Federal Reserve officials signaled Wednesday that their next move may be to raise interest rates, not cut them, a striking reversal at Kevin Warsh’s first meeting as chairman and a sign of how sharply the inflation outlook has turned.

The Fed held its benchmark rate steady, in a range of 3.5% to 3.75%, in a unanimous vote. 

The U-turn reflected an economy that has run hotter than the Fed expected. Inflation has reaccelerated this year-driven up by the energy shock from the Iran war and a surge in demand tied to the boom in artificial intelligence.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/18/2026
	Nick Timiraos

	
	
	
	
	

	Retail Sales Growth Picks Up
	Sales growth rose more than expected for US. Retailers in May, as consumers continued to spend even as gasoline prices remained elevated. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/18/2026
	Jessica Coacci

	
	
	
	
	

	Warsh Remarks Spark Stock Slide
	In a news conference, Warsh repeatedly emphasized that officials are “unambiguously and unanimously” committed to bringing inflation back to the Fed’s 2% target. Investors took that as a sign that the new chairman would preserve the central bank’s independence and be open to rate increases. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/18/2026
	Hannah Erin Lang, Sam Goldfarb and David Uberti

	
	
	
	
	

	Tech Slide Deepens Amid AI And Rate Worries
Nasdaq loses 2.2%...
	A selloff in global technology stocks intensified on Tuesday, leaving investors worried about higher interest rates, stretched valuations and the prospect that the billions of dollars in artificial-intelligence spending will outstrip the expectation of blockbuster corporate profits. 
The tech-heavy Nasdaq index has slid for four of the past five trading sessions, and moved at least 1% on six consecutive trading days. 

At the same time, the Federal Reserve signaled last week that rates might still rise by the end of the year to fight war-fueled inflation.

Other worries came from price cuts by some AI companies, and fears about the massive borrowing and spending required for the data-center build-out.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/24/2026
	Jack Pitcher

	
	
	
	
	

	What’s News
	♦ The Energy Department is offering utilities billions of dollars in loans to finance orders for nuclear-power reactors in a bid to stimulate a fission “renaissance.”
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/24/2026
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Oil Slump Deepens And Tech Stocks Struggle
	Oil prices on Wednesday fell toward prewar levels, while tech stocks struggled to shake off AI-bubble fears.

Brent crude dropped 4.3% to $73.74 a barrel, only slightly above its last closing price just before the Iran war started.

Stock indexes pared early gains, with industrial and consumer stocks outperforming energy and technology stocks.

Investors might be growing concerned about how much appetite there will ultimately be for the massive, debt-financed AI build-out way, said Joseph Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/25/2026
	Angus Berwick and Heather Gillers

	
	
	
	
	

	Private Credit Exposes Insurers in Multiple Ways
	About one-quarter of the life insurers, tracked by Clearwater that hold stakes in private-credit funds also lend money to them. The insurers typically lend $2 to the funds for each dollar of shares they own. This doubling down on the funds amplifies potential investment returns but also increases risks for the insurers, Clearwater said. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/25/2026
	Matt Wirz and Shane Shifflett

	
	
	
	
	

	AI Boom Sparks New Wave of Inflation
	The U.S.’s artificial-intelligence build-out is beginning to push up prices on everything from smartphones to electricity.

The question ow is how widely that build-out might ripple through the economy, and how long it could keep inflation elevated. The answers will have big consequences for the economy. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/25/2026
	Justin Lahart

	
	
	
	
	

	Trump Threatens 100% EU Tariffs
	President Trump on Friday threatened to greatly increase tariffs on European nations if they follow through on plans to impose new taxes on U.S. tech companies.

European countries for years have considered imposing taxes on large tech firms such as Amazon.com and Meta Platforms. Some nations such as France, Denmark and Portugal already have such levies. The U.S. has pushed back on those proposals in Europe and elsewhere, with Trump previously threatening tariffs on Canada and South Korea. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/27-28/2026
	Gavin Bade and Kim Mackrael

	
	
	
	
	

	Kashkari Sees One Rate Increase By Year End, Citing Inflation Risk
	Minneapolis Fed President Neel Kashkari said inflation risks have led him to pencil in one rate increase by the end of the year.

Kashkari is a voter this year on monetary policy in the Federal Open Market Committee.

The Fed held rates steady at June’s meeting, and nine out of the 18 officials who gave forecasts projected at least one rate increase by the end of the year. 


	The Wall Street Journal
	06/27-28/2026
	Jessica Coacci

	The Long-Term Threat to the Memory Chip Boom Is Innovation
	The prospect of technological breakthroughs that reduce future memory demand is worrisome for investors, given how much the market values of memory chip makers have soared over the past year. Micron alone lost nearly a third of its value in the late March after Google published a research paper about TurboQuant, a compression algorithm that sharply reduced memory use without sacrificing AI model performance.

The harsh reality remains that anything that computes needs some form of system memory. And the largest consumers of that memory are warried enough about future supply to sign long-term agreements that would have once been unthinkable for a commodity with volatile prices. 
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/27-28/2026
	Dan Gallagher

	
	
	
	
	

	New Slate of Troubles Collides With Stock Rally
	Worries about AI and private credit. Continuing supply-chain disruptions from the war. Highter interest rates. The stock-market rally has run headlong into a series of challenges0some new, and some familiar.

Stocks jumped to the end of a five-day slump on Friday, a run in which even blowout earnings from chip maker Micron couldn’t build any traction in major indexes. The S&P 500 and Nasdaq composite fell in every day of a calendar week for the first time since April 20224, losing about 2% and 4.6%, respectively.

Investors have been on edge since Kevin Warsh on June 17 signaled a greater concern about inflation than many expected in his debut meeting as chairman of the Federal Reserve.

Utility stocks, seen as both a defensive play and a beneficiary of the power required for the AI boom, rose 3.9% for the week.

The Fed’s preferred inflation gauge continued growing in May, up by 4.1% over the past year, its highest reading since April 2023 and more than double the central bank’s 2% target.

While oil prices have fallen toward prewar levels, some analysts say that a wave of artificial-intelligence demand and a robust labor market give reason to believe that price pressures could keep inflation elevated.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/27-28/2026
	Krystal Hur

	
	
	
	
	

	Dow Hits Record After Adding Alphabet
	Stocks rallied Monday, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average hitting its 18th record of the year and closing above 52000 for the first time.

The move was driven by technology shares, which had slumped last week over concerns about the artificial-intelligence buildout and cost pressures it was creating for companies and consumers.

The tech-heavy Nasdaq jumped 2.1% on Monday, the strongest performance among U.S. stock indexes.

The Dow industrials, which added Alphabet as one of its 30 stocks Monday, rose 0.6%, or 307 points, to 52182.74.
	The Wall Street Journal
	06/30/2026
	Heather Gillers and Rebecca Feng
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